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Synopsis

"Hezel has written an authoritative and engaging narrative of [a] succession of colonial regimes,
drawing upon a broad range of published and archival sources as well as his own considerable
knowledge of the region. This is a & “conventionala ™ history, and a very good one, focused mostly
on political and economic developments. Hezel demonstrates a fine understanding of the
complicated relations between administrators, missionaries, traders, chiefs and commoners, in a
wide range of social and historical settings." & *Pacific Affairs"The tale [of Strangers in Their Own
Land] is one of interplay between four sequential colonial regimes (Spain Germany, Japan, and the
United States) and the diverse island cultures they governed. It is also a tale of relationships among
islands whose inhabitants did not always see eye-to-eye and among individuals who fought private
and public battles in those islands. Hezel conveys both the unity of purpose exerted by a colonial
government and the subversion of that purpose by administrators, teachers, islands, and visitors....
[The] history is thoroughly supported by archival materials, first-person testimonies, and secondary
sources. Hezel acknowledges the power of the visual when he ends his book by describing the
distinctive flags that now replace Spanish, German, Japanese, and American symbols of rule. the
scene epitomizes a theme of the book: global political and economic forces, whether colonial or

post-colonial, cannot erode the distinctiveness each island claims."a *American Historical Review
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Customer Reviews



"An authoritative and engaging narrative of [a] succession of colonial regimes... This is a

‘conventional’ history, and a very good one." --Pacific

Francis X. Hezel, S.J., is a Jesuit priest who has lived and worked in Micronesia for forty-five years.
He founded and directed the Micronesian Seminar, a church-sponsored research institute that
engaged in a broad public education program for the islands. He is the author of several books on
the regiona ™s history and culture, including The First Taint of Civilization, Strangers in Their Own
Land, and The New Shape of Old Island Cultures. His articles and videos and other products of the

Micronesian Seminar can be viewed on-line at the Micronesian Seminar website: www.micsem.org.

This book should be a Historical Required Reading for FSM, Palau Island & the entire Micronesia.
His other book: MAKING SENSE OF MICRONESIA should also be a required reading in the entire
Micronesia area. Facts, pictures, excellent documentation of history of these islands in the Pacific,
from Palau Island to the Marshalls, the FSM, THE COMPACT NEGOTIATIONS, Saipan, the
Marianas Islands and Guam. EXCELLENT & OUTSTANDING DOCUMENTATION!!'FRANCIS X.
HEZEL, S.J., MR. DANIEL PEACOCK WHO WRITE "THE BLACK PRINCE" - PALAUAN BOY AND
MR. PETER T. WILSON WHO WROTE "AKU" - THE HISTORY OF TUNA FISHING IN HAWAII
AND WESTERN PACIFIC" ----- ALL THESE BOOKS SHOULD BE REQUIRED READING FOR ALL
HIGH SCHOOLS IN MICRONESIA, FORMER U.S. TRUST TERRITORY IN WESTERN PACIFIC.
FACTS, PICTURES, DOCUMENTATION, GOVERNMENT BULETTINS AND MANY MORE
WONDERFUL STORIES OF REAL LIFE PEOPLE IN THESE ISLANDS ARE PRESENTED IN
THESE BOOKS. ALL THESE BOOKS ARE EXCELLENTLY PRESENTED WITH GREAT
UNDERSTANDING OF THE ATTITUDES OF THE ISLANDERS.WE THANK YOU ALL FOR

RESPECTFULLY THANK YOU ALL FOR FOR WRITING THESE HISTORICAL BOOKS ABOUT
OUR ISLANDS. "WE LOVE ALL OF YOU".ESTHER UONG-THOMPSON & THE FAMILYMIRIAM
UONG-SAKUMA & THE FAMILY

Hezel's book are a must have if you want to understand Micronesian history.
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